
 

 
 

Please read this page in its entirety BEFORE applying to trips! 
● REGARDING SCHEDULE CONFLICTS: Please check your calendars for any 

sport/club/academic/travel conflicts, and make sure that you are only applying to trips 
for which you are eligible and that will work with your schedule. 

● CLASS OF 2030: Freshman immersion experiences are limited to a few in-state trips (KBI, 
Phoenix Plunge, and Borderlands) and the Peru Immersion and Exchange.  

● FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: Brophy strives to meet the financial needs of students who wish 
to participate in an immersion trip. If your family receives tuition assistance from Brophy 
and requires financial support for an immersion trip, contact Mrs. Ellen McCoy in the 
Business Office so she can help you to determine what is available. It would be good to 
do this NOW so you can make an informed decision once invites are extended. Students 
may also apply BEAST money toward the cost of a trip. 

● REGARDING SERVICE REQUIREMENTS: Service hours completed during trips that take 
place before May 21 can be applied toward requirements for the current (2026-2027) 
academic year only; those completed during trips that take place after May 21 must be 
applied toward requirements for the upcoming (2027-2028) academic year. 

● RANKING TRIPS: Students are encouraged to indicate their ranked interest in UP TO FIVE 
TRIPS in order to increase their chances of being placed on any immersion. Applying to a 
trip does not guarantee that a student will be extended an invitation, as there are limited 
spots for each trip, as well as high demand. 

● PAYMENT INFORMATION: All payments made toward the cost of a trip are 
non-refundable. Even in the case of a schedule conflict, the amount paid to date is 
non-refundable, as the school already will have incurred costs related to the student’s 
travel.  

● DEADLINES: Deadlines will be strictly enforced. Failure to complete tasks by the assigned 
deadlines may result in the forfeiture of a student’s place on a roster. 

● APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS: Only students can complete an immersion application; a 
parent/guardian may not complete an application on a student’s behalf. AI usage on 
questions that require a written reflection are set at Level 2, according to Brophy’s AI 
Guidelines for Academic Integrity.  

● IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS: For questions about a particular immersion, please contact 
the trip director named in this document. For questions about the OFJ Immersion 
Program in general, contact Ms. Chris Birnbaum. 

● PARA PADRES QUE HABLAN ESPAÑOL: Si habla español y tiene preguntas sobre este 
documento, llame a Jonathan Londoño al 602-264-5291, x6330. 

 

JUMP TO: 
Fall Immersions 

Local/Regional Immersions 
Long-Distance Immersions 
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Summer Immersions 
Immersion Trip Application (opens Monday, August 31) 

 
FALL IMMERSIONS  

St. Ignatius Mission, Montana 
Stay at St. Ignatius Mission on the Flathead Indian 
Reservation in Montana – the only Catholic mission 
ever established by the request of the indigenous 
population. You will immerse yourself in the Salish and 
Kootenai cultures, the struggle for indigenous rights 
and dignity, the environmental teachings of Pope 
Francis in his encyclical Laudato Si’, and issues facing 
rural America, as you engage in service to the local 
community and to the beautiful 169-year-old parish of 
St. Ignatius Mission in the foothills of the Mission 
Mountains range of the Rocky Mountains. 
Planning for this immersion is already underway!  
Students who are interested in this trip should submit 
their applications BY MIDNIGHT ON FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 4. Those selected to attend will be 
notified by Friday, September 11. 

● Location: Flathead Indian Reservation, Montana 
● Dates: October 1-6 
● Approximate cost: $1,600  
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028 
● Trip director: Mrs. Diana Minneci  
● Service credit: 15 hours  
● Trip size: 8 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 

 
Florida Keys Marine Biology Ecomersion  
Immerse yourself in the world-renowned ecology of 
the Florida Keys and Everglades. This immersion trip 
partners with MarineLab to explore the seagrass, 
mangrove, and coral reef habitats around Key 
Largo, Florida. Activities through our partner will 
include both classroom and field lessons, field and 
lab experiments, and snorkeling adventures in the 
waters around Key Largo. If weather permits, a short 
ocean kayaking trip in a mangrove forest will also 
occur. This trip is a wonderful opportunity for those 
interested in marine biology and/or for those who 
wish to broaden their understanding of how our 
world ecosystem works. It includes required engagement with both scientific and theological 
articles (“Laudato Si”). You will also be keeping a journal to note both your own personal reflections 
and the species you encounter. 

● Location: Miami, Florida 
● Dates: November 11-15 
● Approximate cost: $1,700 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028 
● Trip director: Mr. Jack White 
● Trip size: 16 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 
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LOCAL/REGIONAL IMMERSIONS 
 

Kino Border Initiative (overnight and weekend trips) 
Kino Border Initiative (KBI), a Jesuit organization that operates 
facilities on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border, offers aid 
and assistance to migrants and refugees traveling through the 
area. During weekend or overnight trips, you’ll tour their offices 
in Nogales, Arizona, and Nogales, Sonora, Mexico, and help to 
serve the morning and afternoon meals. You’ll also get to 
observe the border infrastructure, including the border wall, 
and learn more about the migration process. Students who 
indicate interest in visiting KBI will receive an email about a 
month ahead of each trip; they should respond to this email if 
they are interested in attending, and if the dates work for their 
schedule.  
PLEASE NOTE: Joining a KBI immersion does not prevent 
students from traveling on another OFJ immersion.  

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Nogales, Arizona and Nogales, Sonora, México 
● Overnight trip dates: September 17-18, November 12-13, February 11-12, March 19-20 
● Weekend trip dates: January 22-24, April 9-11 
● Cost of overnight trip: FREE 
● Cost of weekend trip: $165 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029, 2030 
● Trip director: varies from trip to trip 
● Service credit: 5 hours (overnight trip), 10 hours (weekend trip) 
● Trip size: 10-12 students, 2-3 Brophy chaperones 

 
Navajo Nation/Hopi Reservation 
Journey across Diné and Hopi lands to encounter the 
rich cultural histories, complex interreligious 
dynamics, and ongoing justice efforts of the high 
desert. Students will learn about the history of 
missions and Catholic boarding schools alongside 
traditional Native spirituality, explore past and 
current justice movements, and engage in dialogue 
across differences. Through interactions with local 
elders and pastoral leaders, participants will move 
beyond standard service to practice active listening, 
truth-telling, and relational solidarity. This trip has as 
its focus Indigenous-Catholic reconciliation, 
intercultural justice, and cultural immersion. 

● Location: Hopi Mesas, Chinle, and St. Michaels, AZ 
● Dates: 4 days (likely Friday-Monday), Spring 
● Approximate cost: $300  
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029 
● Trip director: Maka Black Elk 
● Service/Reflection credit: 15 hours 
● Trip size: 10 students and 2 Brophy chaperones  

 
 
 



Los Angeles Urban Plunge    
In response to our Ignatian call to be for and with others, and 
in the spirit of "Cura Personalis," students will be with, listen to, 
learn from, and show dignity to the urban marginalized of Los 
Angeles. Students will explore the realities of being unhoused, 
gangs/incarceration, addiction, mental health, and other 
challenges, and witness how these challenges are being 
addressed by Homeboy Industries, Dolores Mission, and other 
support agencies. 

● Location: Los Angeles, California 
● Dates: March 4-7 
● Approximate cost: $500 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028 
● Language requirement: at least 2 years of Spanish preferred 
● Trip director: Mr. Chris White 
● Service credit: 10 hours 
● Trip size: 10 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 
● Potential conflict: spring sports 

 
Phoenix Urban Plunge 
Get an up-close look at the issues affecting your 
marginalized neighbors in the city of Phoenix by doing 
service for and hearing from Phoenicians experiencing 
poverty, homelessness, and other challenges. Visit 
different sites around Phoenix where work is being done 
to contribute to a healthier, more compassionate, more 
equitable city for all of us. 

● Location: Phoenix, Arizona 
● Dates: March 19-21 
● Approximate cost: $120 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029, 2030  
● Trip director: Mr. Drew Rau 
● Service credit: 15 hours 
● Trip size: 12 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 

 
Borderlands 
Explore the lands, peoples, and challenges that exist 
along Arizona’s southern border with Mexico. This trip 
through Ajo, AZ and Organ Pipe National Monument will 
provide firsthand experience and expert testimonies of 
the realities of migration, indigenous land rights, wildlife 
and ecosystem protection, and the way border policy and 
the border wall affect these important issues, with 
opportunities for service along the way, including a water 
drop in the desert to help prevent deaths among migrants 
passing through the area. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Ajo, Arizona & Sonoyta, Mexico 
● Dates: Friday-Sunday; October/November OR 

March/April 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029, 2030  
● Approximate cost: $400 
● Trip director: Mr. Drew Rau 
● Service credit: 10 hours 
● Trip size: 10 students and 2 adults 
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LONG-DISTANCE IMMERSIONS 
United Nations and Human Rights  
This trip centers on the history and contemporary advocacy 
of human life and human rights, exploring topics such as the 
Universal Declaration on Human Rights and current 
networking efforts regarding life issues. You will visit the 
United Nations and the 9/11 Museum in New York City before 
traveling to Washington, D.C., to participate in the March for 
Life and attend the Cardinal O’Connor Conference on Life at 
Georgetown University. There will also be an opportunity to 
visit the Holocaust Museum, time permitting.  

● Location: New York City and Washington, D.C. 
● Dates: January 18-23  
● Approximate cost: $2,000 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029  
● Trip director: Ms. Jean Cody  
● Service credit: 5 hours 
● Trip size: 12 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 
● Potential conflict: January 18 school holiday 

 
Dominican Republic: Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos (NPH) 
Work with the international humanitarian 
organization Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos at 
their facility dedicated to serving orphans and 
abandoned children in the Dominican Republic. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: NPH facilities in the Dominican 

Republic 
● Dates: January 12-18 
● Approximate cost: $2,300 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029 
● Language requirement: some Spanish preferred 
● Trip director: Mr. Andy Schmidbauer 
● Service credit: 15 hours 
● Trip size: 22 students, 3 Brophy chaperones 

 
Civil Rights Immersion for Service/Solidarity    
Students will encounter and understand the Civil Rights 
Heritage of the State of Alabama, including current issues 
of Alabamans in the rural Black Belt. They also will gather 
perspectives on how racial equality and social justice are 
still often elusive, contested, and underserved in the 
United States. This experience serves to enlighten 
students as to how their personal and civil awareness and 
actions can help bring about simple and systemic 
change, with a special emphasis on the work of 
anti-racism and protection of civil rights. 

● Location: Tennessee and Alabama 
● Dates: ~6 days, March 
● Approximate cost: $1,600 
● Open to classes: 2028, 2029 
● Trip director: Coach Mike Schwertley 
● Service credit: 5 hours 
● Trip size: 12 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 
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Imprints of Honor: Hawaii Veterans Immersion  
On Oʻahu, students will honor the sacrifice of veterans 
at Pearl Harbor, the USS Arizona Memorial, and the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific; visit a 
military base; and serve alongside veterans. Daily hikes 
to historic military outposts, multiple bootcamp 
workouts, Tai Chi, yoga, and breathwork will challenge 
students physically and strengthen discipline, 
reflection, and brotherhood. In the fall, prior to 
departure, each student will record a veteran’s story, 
adding it to the newest Imprints of Honor edition and 
serve local veteran organizations. Price includes 
publishing fees for Imprints of Honor participation. 

● Location: Oahu, Hawaii 
● Dates: March 29-April 5  
● Approximate cost: $2,100 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028 
● Trip directors: Mrs. Shelby Stringer and Mrs. Claudia McClelland 
● Service credit: 20 hours  
● Trip size: 18 students, 3 Brophy chaperones 
● Potential conflicts: spring sports, Easter break 
● Consideration will be given to students who are involved in veterans advocacy work. 

 
Puebla, México 
In Brophy’s longest running international experience, 
immerse yourself in the colonial-era city of Puebla, southeast 
of México City, as you learn about and experience issues of 
migration, sustainability, free trade, and poverty in the 
Mexican context through service around the city. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Puebla, México 
● Dates: ~6 days, first weekend of March 
● Approximate cost: $2500 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028, 2029 
● Language requirement: some Spanish is helpful 
● Trip director: Sr. Ian Munro 
● Service credit: 15 hours  
● Trip size: up to 14 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 

 
Nigeria 
The Nigeria immersion is planned in conjunction with Loyola Jesuit 
College (LJC) in Abuja, Nigeria, the Federal Capital Territory. LJC is a 
Jesuit, co-ed boarding school for about 650 middle and high school 
students. Time in Abuja will be spent experiencing campus life, 
participating in campus activities, and visiting government and 
historical sites and museums in the nation's capital, as well as offering 
service both to the LJC community and the local community. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Abuja, Nigeria 
● Dates: March 4-11 
● Approximate cost: $2,750 
● Open to classes: 2027, 2028 
● Trip director: Mr. John Burns 
● Service credit: 20 hours  
● Trip size: 16 students, 3 Brophy chaperones 
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SUMMER IMMERSIONS 
Appalachia 
On this immersion into Appalachian culture, students engage 
in 4-5 days of rigorous service in the Wheeling, West Virginia 
area, while also learning about issues of poverty, the opioid 
crisis, and the environmental and human health issues raised 
by coal mining. 

● Location: Wheeling, West Virginia 
● Dates: May 23-29 (tentative) 
● Approximate cost: $1,500 
● Open to classes: 2028, 2029 
● Trip director: Mr. Tom Donlan 
● Service credit: 15 hours 
● Trip size: 10 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 

 
St. Ignatius Mission, Montana 
Stay at St. Ignatius Mission on the Flathead Indian Reservation in 
Montana – the only Catholic mission ever established by the request 
of the indigenous population. You will immerse yourself in the Salish 
and Kootenai cultures, the struggle for indigenous rights and dignity, 
the environmental teachings of Pope Francis in his encyclical 
Laudato Si’, and issues facing rural America, as you engage in 
service to the local community and to the beautiful 169-year-old 
parish of St. Ignatius Mission in the foothills of the Mission 
Mountains range of the Rocky Mountains.  

● Location: Flathead Indian Reservation, MT 
● Dates: July 25-29  
● Approximate cost: $1,600   
● Open to classes: 2028, 2029 
● Trip director: Mr. Paul Hamel  
● Service credit: 15 hours  
● Trip size: 8 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 

 
Dominican Republic: Institute for Latin American Concern (ILAC)  
In partnership with Creighton University’s ILAC program in 
Santiago, this immersion invites students to experience the 
vibrant culture, faith, and resilience of the Dominican 
people. Living with host families in a rural campo, they form 
lasting connections while contributing to a major service 
project, such as building an aqueduct to bring fresh water 
to the community. The trip also includes exploring Santo 
Domingo’s rich history, visiting the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 
Dominican baseball academy, and growing in faith, cultural 
awareness, and brotherhood. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Institute for Latin American Concern (Creighton University), Santiago de los 

Caballeros, and Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 
● Dates: 12 days, late May-early June  
● Approximate cost: $3,350 
● Open to classes: 2028, 2029 
● Language requirement: at least two years of Spanish preferred 
● Trip director: Profe. Kim Baron 
● Service credit: 40 hours 
● Trip size: 18 students and 3 Brophy chaperones 
● Potential conflict: Week 1 of Summer School, June 5 SAT exam 
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Church in the Modern World: El Salvador  
Work alongside the people of urban and rural El Salvador as 
you witness the effects of poverty, migration, and war, and 
learn about how the Church has served as a voice for the 
unheard members of Salvadoran society. Manresa retreat and 
required summer class included. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: cities and villages in El Salvador 
● Dates: April 16-17 (Manresa retreat); May 24-June 4 (El 

Salvador trip); June 7-11 (class) 
● Approximate cost: $3,000 
● Required Honors Religious Studies summer elective 

(tuition fee included in trip cost): Church in the Modern 
World - El Salvador, with class meetings June 7-11 

● Open to class: 2028 
● Trip director: Mr. Tim Broyles 
● Trip size: 15 students, 3 Brophy chaperones 
● Potential conflict: June 5 SAT exam 

 
Peru Immersion and Exchange 
Travel to Peru and experience issues of poverty, migration, 
climate change, and fair trade as you visit the cities of Lima, 
Arequipa, and Cusco and the surrounding countryside in a 
mission of learning, service, and spiritual reflection and 
growth. Check out this flyer for more information! 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Lima, Arequipa, Cusco, and surrounding 

areas of Peru 
● Dates: May 26-June 22 
● Approximate cost: $4,500 
● Optional Senior Religious Studies elective available to 

rising juniors and seniors: Church in the Modern 
World - Peru, with class meetings in May and June. 
Please contact the trip director for details, if 
interested. 

● Open to classes: 2028, 2029, 2030 
● Trip director: Sr. Richard Córdova 
● Service credit: 40 hours 
● Trip size: 25 students, 3 Brophy chaperones 

 
Puebla, México 
In Brophy’s longest running international experience, 
immerse yourself in the colonial-era city of Puebla, southeast 
of México City, as you learn about and experience issues of 
migration, sustainability, free trade, and poverty in the 
Mexican context through service around the city. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Puebla, México 
● Dates: May 24-31 
● Approximate cost: $2,500 
● Open to classes: 2028, 2029 
● Language requirement: some Spanish is helpful 
● Trip director: Mr. Tom Danforth 
● Service credit: 12 hours  
● Trip size: 12 students, 2 Brophy chaperones 
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Camino Ignaciano Pilgrimage  
Go on pilgrimage to Spain as you follow in the 
footsteps of Saint Ignatius of Loyola. Venture 
from the Castle of Loyola, to the REAL Manresa, 
to Barcelona, and more as you engage in 
companionship with your fellow Bronco pilgrims 
and grow in your faith through this profound 
spiritual experience. 

● PASSPORT REQUIRED 
● Location: Catalonia and Basque regions 

of Spain 
● Dates: June 28-July 13 
● Approximate cost: $4,300 
● Open to classes: 2028, 2029 
● Optional Senior Religious Studies elective available to rising juniors and seniors: Church in 

the Modern World - Camino Ignaciano. Please contact the trip director for details, if 
interested.  

● Language requirement: at least one year of Spanish preferred 
● Trip director: Sr. Ian Munro  
● Trip size: 25 students, 4 Brophy chaperones  
● Potential conflict: summer school 

 
 

CLICK HERE BETWEEN AUGUST 31 AND 
SEPTEMBER 14 TO APPLY TO AN IMMERSION 
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